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$20 feeds a
family of four
for 10 days

Food Bank Dramatically Increases Food Distribution

FIND HELP
Visit www.FBEM.org
and click ‘Find Help’
to find pantries
near you.
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Employee Match Companies
The companies below match employee donations to the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan. If you make a donation to the Food
Bank and work for one of these companies, please let us know!
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JP Morgan Chase
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Pepsi
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The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan
prides itself on its ability to quickly
adapt and meet new needs in
emergencies. In the past, these have
included working with federal, state,
and local agencies throughout the Food
Bank’s 22-county service area to create
proactive responses that ensure families
have access to food during natural
disasters, economic downturns, and
during the Flint Water Crisis. In March
of 2020, however, the COVID-19
pandemic caused a dramatic increase in
the volume of food needed to meet the
community’s growing need.

product donations from our
retail store partners, we had
to purchase food, particularly
produce, and ship it from
much further away.”

In March, the Food Bank
immediately began adding
mobile food distributions to
the calendar, ensuring that
each county had at least two
food distributions per week.
The Food Bank also
partnered with local school
districts and early childhood
programs to continue providing meals.
“The pandemic combined with record The Food Bank’s summer feeding
numbers of unemployment in Michigan program launched early, with boxed
caused more people than ever to be
meals made available at more than 20
seeking out assistance from their local sites each week. The Food Bank also
pantries,” said Kara Ross, President & worked with schools to ensure
CEO of the Food Bank of Eastern
continuation of the BackPack Program
Michigan. “Because of a decline in
even with schools closed.

“We’ve distributed more than 20
million pounds of food since March,”
Ross said. “We could not have done it
without our talented staff and an
amazing network of partners and
donors. We are grateful for the
outpouring of support we’ve received.

Supporting Recovery From Floods
The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan was part of a multiagency response that ensured the thousands of residents
displaced by flooding in Midland, Gladwin, Iosco,
Saginaw and Arenac counties have access to food.
The Food Bank delivered hundreds of emergency food
boxes to shelters located in several impacted communities
and coordinated efforts with a network that included the
United Way of Midland, the United Way of Saginaw
County, YMCA Saginaw, Great Lakes Veteran Coalition,
Midland Emergency Food Pantry Network, Freeland
Lions Club, MDE, Mid-Michigan Community Action
Agency, Greater Midland Community Center (North
Midland Family Center, West Midland Family Center,
Coleman Family Center), and many more.

More Families Than Ever Need Help
The COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally changed the
world. Many people have been forced to cope with losing
loved ones. We are all constantly preoccupied with worry
about getting sick ourselves, or caring for loved ones who get
sick. It has impacted the careers of working adults, the
education of our children, and altered daily life in significant,
anxiety-inducing ways for all of us.

Hunger Relief Partner Impact
The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan has more than 700 Hunger Relief Partners who help us in the fight against
hunger. These include agencies, pantries, soup kitchens, schools, farms, retail grocers, and organizations. Here are a
just a few of the recent ways our supporters have impacted our mission to end hunger.

Back to the Bricks hosted
a socially distanced road
rally in June, sponsored
by Shea Automotive and
Halo Burger. The classic
car event raised $5,229.45,
enough to provide 31,377
meals for people in need.

In Michigan, record numbers of people have lost jobs and filed
unemployment claims. In the spring, Michigan was among the
hardest-hit states in the country with coronavirus cases and
deaths. On top of that, in the northern part of the Food Bank’s
service area, thousands of people had their homes damaged or
lost completely to historic flooding in May. More people than
ever have been seeking assistance from their local food banks,
pantries, churches, and other organizations offering support.
In the face of these tragedies, I am proud of the role the Food
Bank, our staff, our partner organizations, and our donors have
played in supporting Michigan families. Since mid-March, we
have distributed more than 20 million pounds of food — an
approximately 60 percent increase over that same time period
last year (For comparative purposes, our 2019 Annual Report
is included in this newsletter. We have already significantly
surpassed many of those totals for food distributed in 2020.)
Due to declines in products donated by retail partners and
farms, we had to purchase more food from greater distances —
at greater costs — to meet this increased need. We had to sort
and process more food than ever without volunteers. Our
volunteers typically provide nearly 7,000 hours of support per
year, but to prioritize safety, we have not had volunteer support
since March and instead have relied on staff and men and
women from the Michigan National Guard to get food out of
our warehouse and into the communities.
The tireless work of our staff, combined with the financial
support of our many generous donors, is a constant and
humbling source of pride. I am grateful for the work we all
collectively do on a daily basis to support our community.

The National Guard 1433rd Engineer
Company Sappers gave their all for the
Food Bank during their 3-month
assignment in response to the COVID19 pandemic. During this time they
worked in the Food Bank Hunger
Solution Center, sorting over 10 million

A $10,000 donation by Molina Healthcare
allowed the Food Bank of Eastern
Michigan to provide three mobile food
pantries to families in need. The three semitrailers included approximately 10,500
pounds of food that served 1,200 families in
Michigan.

The fears and uncertainty about our health and ability to make
a living will continue for the foreseeable future. Record
numbers of people will continue to need help finding food.
Schools will need increased support as they attempt to safely
reopen and provide meals to students in need during school
days.

Local Subaru dealerships in
the Food Bank’s service
area raised $9,000 for people
in need. Those donations
helped the Food Bank provide
more than 50,000 meals for the
community.

In short, we still need your help more than ever. Any donation
helps us fight hunger — for as little as $1, we can provide up
to six meals for people in need. You can donate by filling
out and returning the enclose envelope or by visiting our
website, www.FBEM.org, and clicking the ‘Donate’ button.
Thank you for all that you do to help us fight hunger. Please
stay safe and healthy.

But that work is not over, unfortunately. In July, the CARES
Sincerely:
Act’s expanded unemployment benefit expired, meaning
families that were relying on that additional $600 of income
will no longer have it. Michigan’s number of coronavirus cases
have again begun to climb as summer ends and schools attempt
to reopen. Projections for when a vaccine could be ready and
when the economy could begin to recover estimate that might
not happen until 2021 or 2022.
President & CEO
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan

Need food? Visit www.FBEM.org and click ‘Find Help.’

The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan has increased
mobile food pantry distributions in all 22 counties we
serve since March. Our goal is to provide at least two
distributions per week in each county. We have been able
to do this thanks to partners like the United Way of St.
Clair County, who recently sponsored three mobile
pantries with a $10,000 donation.

The Charles Steward Mott Foundation granted $1.2 million to the Food
Bank of Eastern Michigan to provide 2 million masks to Flint area
nonprofits, Help Centers, and other residents and establishments. The
masks help organizations that serve the public safely reopen and stop the
spread of coronavirus.

SpartanNash partnered
with Borden Dairy to
distribute 57,600 servings
of milk to the Food Bank
of Eastern Michigan for
those in need during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

