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$20 feeds a
family of four
for 10 days

Fighting Hunger One Can at a Time

Give Time

Liam Senton had a very simple message at the Food
Bank of Eastern Michigan’s annual Partner
Recognition Lunch in March: “Anyone can help, no
matter how old you are.”

One volunteer
sorts enough
food per hour to
feed 355 people.
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Testimonials
“I can recall years where we
would waste thousands of
pounds of food. Now that we’ve
found a secondary stream for it
with the Food Bank, that’s
awesome.”
– Mike Van Ooteghem,
Van Ooteghem Farms

Upcoming Events
Wednesday, May 22
Metallica National Day of Service

Thursday, September 19
Empty Bowls
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan

Friday, November 1
Reds, Whites & Brews
St. John’s Catholic Church in Davison

“What we do wouldn’t be possible without the Food Bank. We are able to
distribute to 28 agencies across Genesee County. The Food Bank stores and
transports the diapers. We are able to do this as inexpensively as possible, so
everything we have goes to purchasing diapers.”

– Angie Hendershot, ABC 12 and The Flint Diaper Bank

Liam, a 7-year-old Holly Elementary student, has
proven just that. He has created a Super Can Man
persona and made it his mission to do all he can to
eliminate hunger in Mid-Michigan. With the help of
family and friends, he has organized food drives,
fundraisers, and volunteer events in support of the
Food Bank of Eastern Michigan.
In total, he has raised more than $2,000 and
collected more than 3,000 food items to distribute to
families.
“Liam is a force of nature and loves making a
difference in his community,” said his mom,
Michelle Senton.

Food Bank’s College Presence Expands
The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan partnered
with the University of Michigan-Flint to open
the Wolverine Food Den, a pantry for food
insecure students on campus.
“It’s just beautiful. I’m glad to see it come to
fruition,” said UM-Flint graduate Dominique
Nunn, who helped start the pantry.
The pantry is the Food Bank’s fifth on a
college campus. Others are at Mott
Community College, Saginaw Valley State
University, Delta College, and Baker College.

The pantries provide students with a
convenient way to access free food during
times when they may not be able to afford it.
College students also play a vital role as
volunteers. Student groups from UM-Flint,
Kettering University, and other local colleges
regularly volunteer in the Hunger Solution
Center to sort food.
“The Food Bank is really easy to work with,
and the volunteer shifts are fun,” said Ryan
Gohlke, a Kettering student.

You Can Help Us Plant, Nourish, Grow
A new Feeding America study found that 40 million
Americans – including our neighbors in all 22 counties in
Michigan we serve – struggle with food insecurity. The table
at the right shows the number of residents, including
children, in our community who experience hunger on a
daily basis.

County

Food Insecure
People

Food Insecure
Total Food
Children
Insecurity Rate

Alcona

1,310

250

12.6%

Alpena

3,680

910

12.8%

Arenac

2,180

590

14.3%

The good news? Thanks to your continued support, we are
well-equipped to provide relief. You can help us “plant,
nourish, and grow” our garden of donors and volunteers.

Bay

13,050

3,780

12.4%

Cheboygan

3,850

1,010

15.1%

Crawford

1,840

480

13.3%

PLANT seeds throughout your networks – share our

Genesee

67,660

17,820

16.5%

collective impact and the continued importance of our shared
work.

Gladwin

3,520

1,040

13.9%

Huron

6,650

1,060

11.5%

Iosco

3,480

850

13.7%

Lapeer

8,790

2,660

10.0%

Midland

9,120

2,450

10.9%

Montmorency

1,340

300

14.4%

Ogemaw

2,970

840

14.2%

Oscoda

1,140

300

13.8%

Otsego

3,000

910

12.4%

Presque Isle

1,760

430

13.7%

Roscommon

3,640

840

15.2%

Saginaw

28,550

6,920

14.7%

St. Clair

18,660

5,350

11.7%

Sanilac

5,050

1,570

12.2%

Tuscola

6,720

2,050

12.5%

197,960

51,870

13.3%

NOURISH new ideas. Explore and discuss ways we can
collaborate with new partners in your communities, with
businesses, with individuals, or with initiatives underway in
the counties we serve.

GROW ideas, donations, partnerships, volunteer
opportunities, and relationships. These all provide HOPE.
This data shows that we are needed now more than ever. We
not only provide a food source for food insecure citizens, we
provide access to healthy food.
Nearly half of the 30 million pounds of food we distribute
each year is FRESH, including 24 different types of
Michigan-grown produce; 72,000 gallons (1.15 million
servings) of milk since 2015; 2.9 million pounds of meat and
protein and 11 million pounds of fruits and vegetables last
year.
Thank you for all that you collectively do to help us meet our
mission of providing healthy food to those in need. Please
consider a monthly contribution, volunteering to sort food, or
promoting the Food Bank and the work we do within your
businesses, organizations, or personal networks.

This work is too important to not be successful. We need to
set the standard for what is possible through collaboration in
assuring food security for all by growing our garden of
donors and volunteers.
Sincerely:

President & CEO, Food Bank of Eastern Michigan

TOTALS

Governor, Lieutenant Governor Visit

A FRESH Solution

Governor Gretchen Whitmer and Lieutenant Governor Garlin Gilchrist visited the Food Bank on April 25 and
worked with volunteers from Michigan Kroger stores sorting bulk potatoes into smaller portions for distribution.

Hunger Relief Partner Impact
The Food Bank of Eastern Michigan has more than
700 Hunger Relief Partners who help us in the fight
against hunger. These include agencies, pantries,
soup kitchens, schools, farms, retail grocers, and
community organizations. Here are a few recent ways
our partners have impacted our mission.

Two local teams provided
nearly 5,000 cans of food —
enough to provide 7,500
meals for families in need —
during the first annual Flint
area Canstruction
competition in March.

Nearly 100 Kroger employees volunteered at the Food
Bank on April 25. New Kroger Michigan Division
President Ken DeLuca also visited and presented a
$20,000 grant to the Food Bank to purchase produce.

The Alpena Lions Club recently made a donation to
provide a mobile pantry in Alpena County.

The 103.9 The Fox
Radiothon has raised
$117,000 for the Food
Bank in 4 years!
(Pictured: Johnny
Burke & Jeremy
Fenech).

Mitch Gill’s Get a Room
Comedy Club hosted a
fundraiser for the Food
Bank in April and raised
$459 — enough for nearly
2,800 meals!

